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REVIEW
Paul N. Anderson, The Christology of the Fourth Gospel; Its Unity
and Disunity in the Light of John 6 WUNT II #78, Tübingen: J.C.B.
Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1996.

Reviewed by Alan Kolp

P

Anderson’s study of John’s gospel is a creative and refreshing examination of the “Quaker gospel.” The book is a magnificent piece which will receive wide exposure and sure acclaim. Quakers
can be duly proud that one of our own has positioned himself to do
the pioneering New Testament work characteristic of the eve of the
twenty-first century. Paul Anderson is ready to live into the Quaker
shoes of the renowned biblical scholars of the twentieth century, Henry
Cadbury, Alexander Purdy, and Moses Bailey.
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This book is a thorough reworking of Paul’s doctoral dissertation
at the University of Glasgow (Scotland, 1988). Typical of dissertations,
it represents a broad acquaintance with detailed historical and current
research in the field. To read Paul’s book is to wander into a plethora
of current discussions about the meaning of Jesus as the Christ seen
through the eyes of the fourth evangelist.
This may cause two reactions to readers. The general, nonacademic reader may dismiss the work as one more too-highly-trained
biblical scholar having to jump through academic hoops. That judgment—apart from being prejudicial, is most unfortunate! There are
gems here.
A second reaction will be much more welcomed and deserved—even
from a general reader, and certainly from an academician. Paul’s work
is a careful, intensive, and fruitful look at the most central question to
Christianity: How was/is Jesus to be understood as Christ? Clearly, to
answer this Christological question one must go through the fourth
gospel. And Paul is an avid and able guide!
To begin with, who the publisher is should send signals. This is
a serious German publishing company which trumpets “quality!”
Additionally, Trinity Press International has contracted to publish an
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American paperback version a year from now, which indicates the expected response. This makes the book accessible to a literate audience
which will benefit from the fresh approach to Johannine thought.
Probably only Paul Anderson could have written this book. He is
steeped in the solidity of evangelical Quakerism. He is experienced in
the breadth of global Quakerism. He is mature in the ways of European
biblical scholarship.
We can see these three facets illuminatingly highlighted. In reverse
order, we note the collegial appreciation expressed for Paul’s work
by D. Moody Smith. Smith is a leading contemporary authority on
Johannine scholarship. The creativity of Paul’s work is applauded by
Smith’s concluding words: “Anderson stimulates us to reappraise our
own solutions to the Johannine riddles. In doing so, he will also have
set an agenda for his own career, if he undertakes to address all the
counterquestions his proposals will doubtless engender.”
To read the table of contents for anyone acquainted with scholarship on John’s gospel is to be certain Paul is at home with the giants.
Bultmann, Barrett, Brown, Schnackenburg, and Lindars, among others,
become familiar partners in the dialogue centered around the gospel
and its Christological focus.
Like Kant in philosophy, no one doing Johannine scholarship can
“go ’round” Bultmann. Since the publication of Bultmann’s commentary in 1941, Johannine scholarship was revolutionized. Paul
Anderson is not only able to evaluate evenhandedly Bultmann, but the
other “major” players this last half-century. It is great to see a Quaker
from the evangelical tradition able to appreciate the creative genius
of Bultmann and, yet, maintain scholarly and theological perspective.
Paul’s focus is on John 6. This chapter brings together most of the
fascinating issues of sources, authorship, etc., characteristic of the whole
gospel. Indeed, for a Quaker to be working in chapter six is courageous.
For example, this is the chapter where Jesus says to “eat the flesh of
the Son of Man.” (6:53) With these challenges, Paul’s book excels.
As Quakers, we can relax with Paul Anderson, the biblical scholar.
He knows New Testament scholarship and he knows all of us as
Quakers. He does not sell one out for the other-—which confidently
we Quakers always felt was possible (preferable?). In fact, with Paul
Anderson’s work, we see the importance and imperative of the faith
issue moving beyond the New Testament text itself. Finally, we are not
scholars, but disciples.
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In what is a creative—but, I am sure, will be a controversial—move,
Paul introduces the world of faith development into Johannine scholarship. He looks at people such as James Fowler and James Loder to gain
a critical sense of the way faith is born in people’s hearts. The Johannine gospel is explored to chart how people’s hearts develop into the
depth of life eternal! Many will see this focus as a digression to Paul’s
scholarly main thrust; however, it could be key!
It is exciting to see a Quaker of global awareness squarely in the
middle of the larger Christian scholarly dialogue in the biblical consideration of Jesus, the Messiah. It is impressive to see the wealth of
scholarly depth in Paul’s work. The academician will revel in the footnotes and side-paths. The general reader will be equally rewarded by
the sure hand of one guiding the reader to truth.
Because of the nature of the biblical study, the fact that Paul himself
is steeped in the solidity of evangelical Quakerism is the most reassuring. He has waded in, learned to swim, and emerged to teach all of us
deeper truths about a very familiar text.
Paul’s work teaches us to be “evangelical”—“gospel-centered.”
He shows us how to be scholarly disciplined, dedicated, and directed.
Jesus Christ was central to John’s gospel—it was the cornerstone of
the good news. Paul helps us see how, where, and why to go with the
truth of that verdict.
This is a remarkable book. It will cause ripples. It will be the focus
of attention. It is good! Thank you, Paul, for preparing yourself to
make an important Christian Quaker contribution to the biblical truth
of who Jesus is as the Messiah.

